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Structural and Thematic Coherence in Quranic Surahs (Taswir),
a New Domain in Quranic inimitability
(Surat Al-Nisa’ as a model)
By ‘Abdul-Salam M. Al-Majidi
Professor of Quran Sciences and Exegeses
College of Sharia — Qatar University

s1435y@gmail.com

Abstract
Objectives
This study seeks to provide evidence for new aspects of Quranic eternal challenge, so
as to offer humanity new insights unto the contemplation (tadabbur)of the structure
and the meaning of the Quran through introducing the concept of structural
coherence (taswir) of the Quran;which is a pioneering and promising research area
within the broader field of Quranic studies.

Methodology

The study employs the descriptive inductive approach which traces the relationships
between the verses within the surahs, in addition to making use of the analytical and
deductive approach in exploring new semantic areas that constitute the thematic
dimensions of the entire Quranic surah and its sub-sections.

Findings

The study reached the following main results:

1. The domain of structural and thematic coherence (taswir) of the Quranic
surahs constitutes an innovative arena that amplifies the overall
interpretation of the surah. The concept (taswir) itself is derived from the
Arabic label given to the Quran chapters?. It stresses the coherence between
the Quranic sentences and verses as it is not only based on rhetorical or
stylistic relationships but there is also some kind of geometrical structure that

shows an amazing coherence among the verses, the surahs, the parts, and

Surah literally refers to the fence surrounding the verses in one chapter of the Quran; that is, the !
fenced piece of the Quran. [translation note].
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the sub-parts. As the Qur’an is abook for life, such structural and thematic
coherence should be reflected in the structuring of the different aspects of
human life.

2. The Core theme of Surat Al-Nisa’ is: “Dispersing the human life, the divine
regulation of human rights, and protecting the weak, especially women and
children, from any type of oppression”. This is a holistic perspective that the
Muslim Ummah can present as a civilized contribution to the United Nations
as well as the entire humanity in regulating human rights.

Originality

The study introduces and lays the foundations for the innovative concept of Quranic
taswir, applies it on Surat Al-Nisa’, and reveals some uncovered treasures of the
Quranic meanings. By doing so, the study furthermore provides implications for
guiding humanity and rescuing it from sufferingsthrough employing this aspect of
the Quran inreinforcinginternational communication.

Keywords: Quranic Structural and Thematic Coherence (Taswir), Thematic

dimensions of Surat Al-Nisa’, Quranic inimitability.
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