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Elohim : The most common of the originally appellative names of God is Elohim (|'-“”5N),

plural in form though commonly construed with a singular verb or adjective. This is, most

probably, to be explained as the plural of majesty or excellence, expressing high dignity

or greatness. .. The singular, Eloah ('l'l15N), is comparatively rare, occurring only in poetry

and late prose (in Job, 41 times). The same divine name is found in Arabic (ilah) and in

Aramaic (elah)....The root-meaning of the word is unknown. The most probable theory is
that it may be connected with the old Arabic verb "alih" (to be perplexed, afraid; to seek
refuge because of fear). Eloah, Elohim, would, therefore, be "He who is the object of fear
or reverence," or "He with whom one who is afraid takes refuge" (comp. the name "fear
of Isaac" in Gen. xxxi. 42, 53; see also Isa. viii. 13; Ps. Ixxvi. 12). The predominance of
this name in the later writings, as compared with the more distinctively Hebrew national
name Yhwh, may have been due to the broadening idea of God as the transcendent and
universal Lord. J.D. Einsenstein "Names of God" in The Jewish Encyclopedia (New

York: Funk and Wagnalls Company) 1909, p. 161
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